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Dealing with a problem child
Dear Annie: I’m at 

my wits’ end, and I really 
hope you can help. I love 
my children, and I love 
being a mother, but my 
youngest seems to want 
to make that as hard as 
possible for me. My son 
is a senior in high school, 
and I fear he is going 
down the wrong path. He 
has always struggled in 
school, but I’ve always 
gotten him tutors; he’s 
always gotten in more 
trouble than his sisters, 
but he always seems to 
know how to make it up 
to me. However, this all 
has gotten worse as he’s 
gotten older. He ditches 
class, and no matter how 
many times he has to go 
to detention as a result, 
he continues to do so. I 
have caught him with 
drugs and alcohol, but no 
matter how angry I get, 
he continues to use. He 
has gotten three different 
jobs in the past year (af-
ter I pushed him to do so, 
sick of giving him mon-
ey), and he just stopped 
going in to work each 
time. I have to hide my 
purse because I’ve caught 
him snooping through 
my wallet.

He’s defiant, and it’s got-
ten to the point that when 
I ground him or tell him 
to go to school or tell him 
to clean up after himself, 
he just looks me in the 
eye and says no. I’ve tried 
yelling. I’ve tried tough 
love. And, Annie, now I am 
just exhausted. I’ve taken 
him to a counselor to see 
whether there is a deeper 
issue, but we can’t seem to 
find anything. Is this just 
a growing boy? His sisters 
have given up on him; my 
husband says that seeing 
as he’s 18, we could throw 

him out, but I just cannot 
do that. I work hard for 

my family. 
I love my 
family. 
And I can’t 
figure out 
where 
I went 
wrong. An-
nie, I miss 
my little 
boy. What 
do I do? — 
Miserable 
Momma

Dear 
Miserable 
Momma: 

Tough love can be tough 
to give our children, but 
sometimes it’s the only 
option. After all, protect-
ing them from the conse-
quences of their actions 
isn’t really a kindness; it 
just prevents them from 
learning from mistakes 
in the long run. Your hus-
band’s correct. Your son is 
an adult, and you’re with-
in your rights to tell him to 
move out of the house (or 
at least start paying rent 
and following your house 
rules). If you don’t want to 
do that just yet, consider 
doing so after the school 
year is over. 

He needs to find his 
rock bottom before he re-
alizes which way is up.

I know this won’t be 
easy for you, so I en-
courage you to find the 
support you need to stay 
strong. One good place to 
find it is in a room full of 
people who understand 
exactly what you’re going 
through: at a meeting of 
Families Anonymous (for 
friends and family of peo-
ple with addictions or oth-
er compulsive behaviors) 
or Al-Anon (for friends 
and family of people with 

alcoholism specifically). 
Visit these organizations’ 
websites to find a meeting 
near you.

Dear Annie: I had a 
friend who faced a quan-
dary similar to that faced 
by “Distressed in Utah,” 
the woman who wrote 
to you because she was 
getting ready to retire 
after 50 years of working 
and suddenly her family 
expected her to provide 
care for aging parents 
and preschool children 
in her “spare time.” My 
friend announced to one 
and all that she would be 
happy to devote her life 
to taking care of family 
members eventually but 
she expected to celebrate 
her retirement by spend-
ing one month every 
year doing the things she 
wanted to do. During that 
month, members of the 
family could cover the 
care of aging parents and 
small children as they 
had been doing. More 
than four years later, 
when she was finally 
done “celebrating” her 
retirement, one of the 
aging parents had died, 
and the other was happi-
ly ensconced in assisted 
living; both preschool 
grandchildren were in 
school full time. And, I 
might add, the family as 
a whole had discovered 
that she was not a door-
mat. — Mary in Vancou-
ver, Wash.

Dear Mary: Bravo to 
her. Thanks for sharing 
the tip.

SEND your questions for 
Annie Lane to dearannie@
creators.com.
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Partnerships should 

be handled carefully this 
year. If you overreact or 
let your temper take the 
reins, you will end up 
losing out on something 
that could improve your 
life. Getting along with 
others and being willing 
to compromise will result 
in life-altering changes.

ARIES (March 
21-April 19): Think 
before you speak. You’ll 
end up in a compromis-
ing position if you are too 
pushy or will not listen to 
reason. Nurture relation-
ships instead of pushing 
people away.

TAURUS (April 20-
May 20): You’ll find it 
difficult to sit still and 
wait out an uncertain 
situation. Try not to 
disclose any informa-
tion that could be used 
against you. Don’t act 
or say something impul-
sively.

GEMINI (May 21-
June 20): A physical 
change will make you 
feel good about the way 
you look and what you 
have to offer. Don’t im-
pose on someone who 
isn’t up for as lively a 
time as you are.

CANCER (June 21-
July 22): An unexpected 

change will catch you 
off-guard. Don’t feel 
you must get involved 
in something risky. Ac-
knowledge what others 
are doing, but go your 
own way.

LEO (July 23-Aug. 
22): Changes at home 
that will add to your 
comfort are highlighted, 
but before you begin, 
make sure you have the 
approval of anyone who 
will be affected by your 
plans.

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 
22): Avoid people who 
are unpredictable or who 
promote poor habits. Fo-
cus on making personal 
and physical improve-
ments and paying closer 
attention to good health, 
proper diet and exercise.

LIBRA (Sept. 23-
Oct. 23): Personal and 
emotional changes can 
be made. Home improve-
ments should help cut 
your overhead or bring 
greater peace and com-
fort to you and those you 
live with. Romance is 
highlighted.

SCORPIO (Oct. 24-
Nov. 22): Make love and 
romance your priorities. 

Changes you make that 
update your image or en-
courage you to be fit and 
healthy will make you 
feel good and will draw 
compliments.

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 
23-Dec. 21): Look for 
personal opportunities 
instead of offering to do 
the dirty work for some-
one else’s benefit. Put 
your energy into your 
home, family and self-im-
provements, not into 
helping outsiders.

CAPRICORN (Dec. 
22-Jan. 19): Refuse to 
let anyone push you into 
something you shouldn’t 
do or put unreasonable 
demands on you. Back 
away from anyone who 
appears to be unpredict-
able.

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-
Feb. 19): Make positive 
changes to the way you 
handle your money. A fi-
nancial gain, gift or offer 
should be protected from 
someone trying to take 
advantage of your good 
fortune.

PISCES (Feb. 
20-March 20): You’ll de-
sire personal change and 
should consider doing 

something to update your 
physical appearance. It 
will draw attention and 
encourage a romantic op-
portunity with someone 
special.
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The hunt is on in Stoneboro
Three giant Easter eggs could be seen at the 19th annual Lakeview Community Easter 
Egg Hunt held Saturday afternoon at Stoneboro Memorial Park. The event was orga-
nized by local sponsors and volunteers, and gave over 450 kids the chance to hunt for 
over 8,000 eggs, said organizers Mary Louise Hutcheson and Shirley Ibbs.

Michelle 
Woolum, 
left, and 

her son EJ 
Woolum, 

7, both of 
Mercer, go 

through 
EJ’s basket 

of plastic 
Easter eggs 
and collect 

the candy 
inside at the 

19th annu-
al Lakeview 
Community 

Easter Egg 
Hunt, held 

Saturday 
afternoon at 

Stoneboro 
Memorial 

Park.
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122 East State St., 
Sharon, PA 16146

724-342-5411

NEED CASH NOW?
• Coins • Diamonds 
• Engagement Rings 

• Gold Jewelry 
• Sterling Silver 

• Estates 
• Broken Chains 

• Pocket Watches

NOTICE
HERMITAGE RESIDENTS

2018 COUNTY - CITY
PROPERTY TAX BILLS

were mailed MARCH 1ST
It is your responsibility as a property owner

in Hermitage to NOTIFY THE 
TREASURER’S OFFICE IF YOU DID

NOT RECEIVE YOUR TAX BILL.

PHONE: 724-347-4472
BERNIE HARRY

HERMITAGE TREASURER

Pain, Spine, Aesthetic & Wellness Center
3055 Innovation Way
Hermitage, PA 16148

724.308.7401

Come see Dr. Razzak 
and see how we can 

help YOU!  
 • Unwanted hair
 • Fine lines & wrinkles
 • Leg Veins
 • Sun spots & age spots
 • Body contouring
 • Facial Fillers
 • Scars & Acne Scars 
 • Rosacea
 • Broken Facial Capillaries 
 • Birthmarks
 • Microdermabrasion
 • Botox & more

Tickled Reflexology Salon
Stressed or exhausted?

Relax, Refresh and Renew at 

For an appointment call 724-854-9389
Gift Certificates Available  110 East State Street, Sharon, PA 16146


